6	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
1'RANZ FERDINAND AND THE ARMY
Franz Ferdinand's chief interests in life, aside from his
hobbies as a hunter and collector and gentleman farmer,
were the army, the navy and his wife and children.
In 1906, with the appointment of Major Brosch as his
personal adjutant, the Archduke began to exercise a more
direct influence on the army. Brosch was an extremely in-
telligent and able officer, anxious to increase his own influ-
ence and also that of the Archduke in military matters*
After long opposition he was able to bring it about that the
Archduke was given a military chancery (Militarkanzlei)
of his own, similar to that of the Emperor. Henceforth all
the important military documents, as well as the reports
of the military attaches, were made out in duplicate so that
Franz Ferdinand received a copy at the same moment that
the Emperor received his, and the nephew was kept as fully
informed as his uncle. In fact he soon came to take a more
active part in military reforms and reorganization than the
Emperor himself. His activity is indicated by the fact that
his military chancery quickly grew from a personnel of two
to one of fourteen persons—only two less than the Em-
peror's own chancery.6
Franz Ferdinand regarded the Austro-Hungarian army
as a potentially important unifying political instrument for
counteracting the disintegrating elements in the Dual Mon-
archy, as well as for defending it in case of foreign war- He
wanted one language of command—German—to be the
tongue of at least all the officers, though those who com-
manded non-German regiments should also be masters of
the tongue spoken by the rank and file under their com-
mand. It was one of his main aims in life to strengthen
and increase the army. It was this aim that lay at the
bottom of his hatred of the Magyar politicians who refused
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